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HELLENIC CHINESE CHAMBER

Your reliable partner in your business relationship with China

SHORT INFO ABOUT THE CHAMBER

THE HELLENIC CHINESE CHAMBER (HCC) 1s an mstitutional, non-governmental, non-profit, membership

association for Greek corporations and individual entrepreneurs engaged 1in business affairs with People’s Repub-
lic of China, and Chinese corporations engaged 1n business affairs with Greece.

Was set up i 1995
Operates under Presidential Decree (576/27-7-95)

Is widely recognized and respected at the highest level of both Greek and Chinese governments.

MISSION

To actively and continuously support the development of business and economic relations between Greece and
China so that in the long-run, China becomes 1n the worldwide scene one of Greece’s major business and eco-

nomic partners.

OBJECTIVES

To stimulate and support trade 1n goods and services, investment and technology transfer between Greece and China.

To promote the commercial and mvestment environment of Greece to the Chinese business community and opinion leaders.
To provide practical, professional and value added services to the Greek and Chinese corporations that will essentially sup-
port their efforts in developing business in China and Greece respectively.

To become the voice of the Greek business community to both Greek and Chinese governments through direct advocacy

and well written and researched papers of both general and specific 1ssues on Greek — Chinese matters.
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ACTIVITIES

Organize business and trade missions to China

Host high-ranked Chinese governmental and business delegations in Greece and facilitate the development of the appropri-
ate contacts

Support and participate in important exhibition fairs, business forums, conferences, workshops and seminars
Support the publication of books, journals and newsletters

SER VICES

The use of the core services is open to all HCC members. Additionally, the Hellenic Chinese Chamber services
can be offered to all registered Greek and Chinese corporations on a pay — as-you- go basis. Upon individual
negotiations, we can jointly tailor our services according to the needs and requirements of the interested parties.

Overall, the Hellenic Chinese Chamber can offer the following services:

Provide economic, trade, technological and other data in response to member’s requests

Identify Greek and Chinese reliable business and trade partners for both Chinese and Greek corporations

Provide advice on investment strategies, business practices, operational issues and regulatory environment

Facilitate meeting with Greek and Chinese government officials

Host roundtable discussions for members corporations with Greek and Chinese government officials and business experts

Organize and support business forums, conferences, matchmaking events and training seminars.
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EVENT PROGRAM

18:00 Welcoming reception
18.30 Event Opening

Master of Ceremonies:
Mpr. Minas Tsamopoulos — Journalist

Opening Remarks by Mr. Constantine N. Yannidis
President of Hellenic Chinese Chamber

Keynote Speech

by H.E. Ambassador Fang Qiu & Ceremonial Award
Ambassador of the People's Republic of China to the Hellenic Republic

Welcoming Speech by Mr. WU Jincheng & Ceremonial Award
Mayor of Pudong New Area,
Deputy Secretary of Shanghai Municipal Government and Executive Deputy Director of China (Shanghai)
Pilot Free Trade Zone Administration

Presentation of Pudong New Era by Ms. Lin Tingjun
Director of Pudong New Area Commission of Commerce

Ceremonial Award & Acceptance Speech
Mr. Kostas Karamanlis
Former Prime Minister of Hellenic Republic

Ceremonial Award & Acceptance Speech
Mr. George Anomeritis
Former Minister of Merchant Marine of Hellenic Republic
Former President & Managing Director of Piraeus Port Authority

Introductory Statement of Mr. HAN Chao
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Piraeus Port Authority

Ceremonial Award & Acceptance Speech
Mr. George Prokopiou
Shipowner

Ceremonial Award & Acceptance Speech

Mr. Kyriakos Dermatis
Founder of Intermodal Greece & Intermodal (China) Pudong-Shanghai.

20.05h Celebration moments!
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SPEAKERS’ CVS

KOSTAS KARAMANLIS

Mr. Kostas Karamanlis was born in Athens i 1956. He studied Law at the University of Athens and pursued post-
oraduate and doctoral studies at the Fletcher School of Tufts University (USA), specializing in International Rela-
tions and Diplomatic History.

He was first elected Member of Parliament for Thessaloniki A in 1989 with the New Democracy party, which he
led as President from 1997 to 2009. He served as Prime Minister of Greece for two consecutive terms, from 2004
to 2009.

During his premiership, Mr. Karamanlis sought to strengthen Greece’s relations with China as part of a multidimen-

sional foreign policy. His strategy aimed to diversify Greece’s international partnerships beyond the traditional Eu-
ro-Atlantic axis (USA — EU).

In 2006, Mr. Karamanlis made an official visit to Be1jing, where a series of bilateral agreements were signed, pri-
marily in the fields of maritime transport, cultural exchanges, tourism, and technological cooperation.

The most emblematic and decisive development was the concession of the Piraeus Port Container Terminal to the
Chinese company COSCO. This marked the first major step in Chinese investment in Greece, which later expand-
ed significantly.

The agreement was considered strategically important at the tume, as it enhanced Piracus’s role as “China’s gate-

way to Europe” and signaled the beginning of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, even before it took 1ts official
form 1n 201 3.

The Greece—China cooperation established under Mr. Karamanlis laid the foundation for long-term Chinese in-
vestments 1n Greece (mainly in Piraeus), set the groundwork for today’s strategic partnership between the two
countries, and remains one of the most characteristic examples of economic diplomacy from that period.
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GIORGOS ANOMERITIS

Mr. Giorgos Anomeritis was born in Nea Smyrni, Attica, in 1945. He 1s a politician, author, and visual artist, and
a graduate of the Economics Department of the Athens University of Economics and Business.

From 1993 to 2007, he was elected Member of Parliament for Athens B with the PASOK party and served as
Deputy Minister of National Economy, Deputy Minister of Finance, Minister of Agriculture, and Minister of
Mercantile Marine. During his tenure at the Ministry of Mercantile Marine (2001-2003), Mr. Anomeritis signed
the ratification of the maritime transport agreement between the EU and the People’s Republic of China. This

marked the beginning of strategic planning for the port systems of Greece and Europe as a key component of
shipping and transport policy.

He also contributed to COSCO’s increased activity in Greece and initiated the privatization of the Piracus Port Au-
thority (OLP), leading to its listing on the Athens Stock Exchange.

During his term as Chairman and CEO of the Piraeus Port Authority from 2009 to 2015, Mr. Anomeritis held nu-
merous meetings with Chinese political and business delegations, working effectively to transform the Port of Pi-

racus mnto a modern multimodal transport hub, with particular emphasis on cruise services, container handling,
and automobile logistics.

He renegotiated the original concession agreement with COSCO through new rounds of negotiations in 2011 and
2014, increasing the Net Present Value (NPV) of the concession to €1 billion. Under his leadership, the Piraeus
Port Authority, which had recorded significant losses in 2009, became a profitable company.
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GIORGOS PROKOPIOU

Mr. Giorgos Prokopiou was born in Athens in 1946. He studied Civil Engineering at the National Technical Uni-
versity of Athens. He 1s one of the most influential Greek shipowners, with a broad scope of activity that extends
beyond shipping into real estate and industrial investments.

He has been active in the shipping industry since 1971, founding Sea Traders in 1974. This was followed by the es-
tablishment of Dynacom Tankers 1in 1991 and Dynagas 1in 2004, specializing in the transportation of liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG). In 2013, Dynagas LNG Partners was listed on the New York Stock Exchange.

His group of companies manages one of the most significant Greek-owned fleets, comprising tankers, bulk car-
riers, and LNG carriers, totaling 209 vessels either in operation or under construction. In 2012, the vessel “OB

RIVER” of Dynagas made history as the first LNG carrier in the world to traverse the entire Northern Sea Route
In the Arctic Circle.

Beyond shipping, he has expanded into real estate, holding substantial portfolios in Greece and abroad. In 2021, he
acquired the Skaramangas Shipyards, contributing to the revival of Greece’s shipbuilding industry.
His companies have placed numerous shipbuilding orders with Chinese shipyards, having constructed over 100 ves-

sels. Currently, 66 ships are under construction in seven Chinese shipyards, with a total capacity of 8.5 million dead-
weight tons (dwt).

Additionally, through his company Dynagas LNG Partners, he has signed financing agreements with China’s lead-
ing financial institutions.
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KYRIAKOS DERMATIS

Mr. Kyriakos Dermatis was born in 1947 in Neapoli, Laconia, Greece. He holds a BSc in Economics from the
University of Piracus, a degree in Shipping from the London School of Foreign Trade, a postgraduate degree in
Port and Shipping Administration from the University of Wales, and an MSc in Maritime Studies from Cardiff
University. He began his career in 1965 as a deck cadet on ocean-going vessels. In the following years, he was
promoted through various shipping companies and vessels, eventually reaching the rank of Chief Mate. In 1976,
he came ashore and worked in several shipping companies as a sale and purchase as well as chartering broker.
In December 1984, he founded “Intermodal Shipbrokers Co,” focusing on ship sales and chartering. By 1992, In-
termodal had expanded into the full spectrum of shipbroking services and was among the first Greek shipbroking
firms to open a branch i Pudong in 2005.

He has successtully brokered shipbuilding contracts for more than 140 vessels of various types at major Chinese
shipyards, not only for Greek but also for Saudi, South American, and Malaysian shipowners. Dividing his life be-
tween Greece and China, he 1s considered one of the most experienced shipbrokers with deep knowledge of Greek
Chinese relations.

In February 2008, he relocated Intermodal’s headquarters to Athens (Kifisia), and in March 2011, the company
merged with Cotzias Shipping, the oldest Greek shipbroking firm, making Intermodal one of the largest firms in
Greece. Today, Intermodal employs 55 professionals across its offices in Athens, Shanghai, and Singapore, serv-
ing as a modern hub of information and resources, offering a wide range of specialized services that establish it
as one of the top global brands in maritime services.

Mr. Kyriakos Dermatis remains a board member of the Hellenic Shipbrokers Association, the Sale and Purchase
Committee, and the Shipping Economists. He also served for two years on the Board of the New York Stock Ex-
change-listed Seanergy Maritime. Since 2005, he has been a member of the Mediterranean Committee of the China
Classification Society and of the Hellenic-Chinese Chamber. He 1s well-acquainted with Chinese culture, having
lived 1n China for an extended period.
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SPEECH BY MR. CONSTANTINOS N. YANNIDIS

Honourable Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis

Your Excellency, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China, Mr. Fang Qi1u,
Honourable Mayor of Pudong, Mr. Wu Jincheng,

Distinguished Representatives of the Greek Government and the Opposition,
Esteemed Presidents,

Dear friends from China and Greece,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It 1s with great pleasure that I welcome you to our Chamber’s Anniversary Event, as we celebrate 30 years of activity
with members from all business sectors. Thirty years filled with creation, cooperation, and—why not—stories that
could easily become a book.

Our history began in 1993 with the establishment of a professional association, the Hellenic-Chinese Chamber, found-
ed by 23 forward-thinking entrepreneurs—19 Greeks and 4 Chinese. Among them were prominent figures such as Pa-
nagiotis Korliras of Ioniki Bank, Minas Tanes of Athenian Brewery, Dimitris Daskalopoulos of Delta, Christos Fyro-
oenis, Aristeidis Loumidis, Nikolaos Kioleidis with their respective companies, as well as myself.

In 1995, by Presidential Decree during the presidency of Kostis Stephanopoulos, the Chamber’s establishment was offi-
cially recognized.

Since then, our journey has been defined by consistently dynamic bilateral relations and historic partnerships.
Through the signing of MOU agreements, participation in international exhibitions such as the Canton Fair, and hun-
dreds of B2B meetings, we managed to build bridges of trust. Meetings across Greece with institutional bodies and or-
ganizations, as well as business missions to and from China, strengthened our daily efforts toward a strategic, mutual-
ly beneficial collaboration.

Allow me to share a few personal experiences that demonstrate how these relations became a reality:
I traveled to China upon official mnvitation of the Chinese Government, accompanying Greek Prime Ministers to import-
ant bilateral meetings:

In 2002 1n Beijing, with Prime Minister Costas Simitis, in meetings with President Jiang Zemin and Prime Minister Zhu
Rongji.

In 2006 1n Beljing, with Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis, in meetings with President Hu Jintao and Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao, where important cooperation agreements were signed, paving the way for COSCO’s involvement in the
Port of Piracus—one of the most significant Chinese investments in Greece.

I recall a conversation with Chinese officials:
“Why mvest so far away?”

And the answer was simple:

“Because we believe 1n Greece.”

Sometimes, trust 1s the strongest investment.
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It should also be noted that in 2006 an official meeting took place in Athens between the then President of the Hellen-
ic Parliament, Anna Psarouda-Benaki, and Wu Bangguo, President of the Chinese Parliamentary Assembly.

In 2013 and 2016 1n Beijing, with Prime Minister Antonis Samaras and Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras respectively, in
meetings with President X1 Jinping and Prime Minister L1 Keqiang.

Another unforgettable moment was my trip to the inaugural Air China flight from Athens—Dubai—Beijing in November
2007. During that trip, I realized that cooperation is not only economic—it 1s also cultural. A single flight can bring na-
tions together like few other things can.

We must not forget the historic high-level visits during which I had the honor to meet:

President Jiang Zemin in 2000, when he visited Greece and met with President Kostis Stephanopoulos at the Presiden-
ttal Mansion.

President X1 Jinping in 2019, when he visited the Presidential Mansion and met with President Prokopis Pavlopoulos.
It 1s worth highlighting several notable events, because 1t was not only about mnvestments and trips:

In February 2011, together with the Chinese Ambassador to Greece, we organized the largest evacuation of more than
15,000 Chinese workers from Libya. They were temporarily accommodated in hotels and facilities in Crete—even in
hotels that were closed due to the off-season—until their repatriation.

The 3rd International Conference on Tibet, held in Greece in November 2011, also saw our active participation. During

his speech, Minister Wang Chen emphasized the importance of the forum for “economic cooperation and cultural ex-

change between China and Greece.” Following this event, the Local Government of Tibet hosted us 1n Tibet in May
2012.

Our contribution has been recognized through many honorary awards, including:

The China—Greece Friendship Award 1in 2019, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China.

The Outstanding Contribution Award in 2022, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Greece—China Diplomatic
Relations, honoring me as President.

In recent years, the economic crisis and the Covid-19 pandemic imposed limitations, but our vision remained our guide.
The Board of Directors and I worked consistently so that the next day would find us even stronger, with new partnerships

and closer ties. After all, “He who falls, rises stronger.”

Today, we celebrate and reaffirm our commitment to promoting bilateral relations with the same dedication in the years
fo come.

I simncerely thank the Organizing Committee, our partners, and all of you for your support.
Let us continue dynamically, with a shared vision and mutual benefit.

I wish you a wonderful evening!
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